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Santusa is the mother 
of Christian, a boy who 
prior to coming to Casa 
Chapi, lived 70 kilometers 
from the nearest school. 
Quechua Benefit asked 
Santusa what she would 
like to say to our support-
ers worldwide. 

“Tell them thank you, 
 for we are mothers  
who cannot read.  
Tell them to build  
more Casa Chapis.  
I would like that.  
I would like that a lot.”

Adopt A School
How your generosity will teach thousands of 
children to read throughout the Colca Valley

Quechua Benefit has developed a 
comprehensive plan to reach beyond 
the walls of Casa Chapi to teach Que-
chua children to read and compre-
hend. This plan is simple and scalable. 
It is centered on a very simple technol-
ogy: the stopwatch. The stopwatch, 
when used together with specialized, 
inexpensive reading books and flash 
cards, creates an amazing result. 

First and second grade children who 
came to Casa Chapi primarily speak-
ing Quechua learn to read Spanish at 
an amazing rate.

Children need to read at a minimum 
number of words per minute to be able 
to retain, in their short-term memory, 
sufficient information to enable them 
to comprehend what they are reading. 
Reading speed and comprehension are 
strongly correlated. Our teachers time 

the words per minute read with a stop 
watch and then test the child’s com-
prehension of the material. 

With your help, Quechua Benefit 
will take our reading program and all 
necessary learning materials to every 
school in the Colca Valley in 2018 and 
2019. We will systematically adopt 
schools one by one, train teachers, 
and teach kids reading comprehension 
beginning in the first grade.

Once children can read at grade 
school levels, their economic potential 
and prospects rise to the sky. Funding 
a reading program for Quechua chil-
dren is one of the most lasting and 
impactful ways that you can partici-
pate in breaking the cycle of poverty. 
It is cost-effective and scalable. 

Together, we will change children’s 
lives by guiding them on the path to 
becoming lifelong learners. One child 
at a time! 
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SECOND GRADE

Casa Chapi Reading Scores
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Sixty words per minute is the standard for 
students in the 2nd grade



In Their Own Words
Maria Fernanda writes about her journey at Casa Chapi 

Maria Fernanda Malcoaccha Nina 
was born in Chonta, a small, very 
remote town 2.7 miles above sea level. 
She is 14 years old.  Maria began at-
tending Casa Chapi Chivay four years 
ago and currently attends Casa Chapi 
Arequipa. 

Maria’s story in her own words

“When I was little I was sad because 
I only went to school sometimes. My 
dad did not want me to study because 
I was a girl. Then my mother took me 
to Arequipa. She worked as a maid so 
I could study, but I got sick.

At first I was afraid that my dad 
would come to take me out or make 
trouble. But he died. When I found out 
I felt sorry for him, but I didn’t have 
that fear anymore.

Now my brother Angel is here with 
me, so I like that. I like everything 
about Casa Chapi – the Tias (aunts) 
and Tios (uncles) are good to me.

I have learned in life that even if there 
are difficulties, you have to fight very 
hard until you reach your goal.

I am very happy and sure. I am 
already in 7th grade at Casa Chapi 
Arequipa. I trust the aunts here, and I 
want to continue studying. I also want 
the other children who are with me 
to study and thank Uncle Mike and 
Alejandro for everything.

I know some very poor children who 
are like me, it would be good to help 
them at Casa Chapi.

I like Casa Chapi a lot because I am 
studying and learning many new 
things, like painting. I want to learn 
to paint better with new techniques. 
I think I can make it because I have 
patience.”
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Your Generosity at Work

Richard Miller, a Quech-
ua Benefit volunteer, sat 
down across from Isaac 
and decided to ask him a 
few questions about Casa 
Chapi. Isaac stared at the 
floor and mumbled one 
or two-word answers.

Thinking Isaac was too 
shy or intimidated by 
his presence, Richard 
thanked Isaac for talking 
with him, but decided to 
ask one more question, 
“If I were to make you 
the boss of Casa Chapi, 
would you change any-
thing?”

 Isaac became animated 
and immediately replied, 
“Yes, I would. I would 
change it a lot.” Dick was 
taken aback and asked 
what he would change. 
He said confidently, “I 
would make Casa Chapi 
bigger so more kids could 
come here and go to 
school.”

“MAKE IT BIGGER”

Then my mother brought me 
to Casa Chapi and  
everything changed

Maria Fernanda at Casa Chapi in Arequipa

Maria’s painting of the dancing couple won 
first place in the third annual Casa Chapi 
Art Camp, which included children from 
schools throughout the Colca Valley.

Isaac Huayhuacuri Mamani



One of Quechua Benefit’s greatest strengths is the ability 
to deliver essential services inexpensively over a vast 
geographic area directly to remote communities. 

One of our three pillars for our Breaking the Cycle of 
Poverty campaign is the preventative medicine initiative. 
It capitalizes on our strengths and focuses on delivering 
medicine that cures the root cause of the second largest 
disease in the world, anemia. 

In our quest to cure parasite-induced anemia, Quechua 
Benefit has partnered with the Peruvian Ministry of 
Health, who has agreed to supply for free all of the medi-
cine to eradicate the parasites and treat anemia. We have 
also partnered with Vitamin Angels, an international 
nonprofit that distributes nutritional supplements, for a 
free unlimited supply of prenatal vitamins to treat ane-
mia in pregnant mothers as well as a special formula of 
iron supplement to treat children ages one to five. These 
partnerships allow your generosity to work harder.

The most expensive part of the treatment remains. It is 
testing equipment and supplies necessary to determine 
the degree of iron deficiency caused by anemia. This 
requires blood draws using hemoglobin test strips that 
cost $2 per patient, and must be administered by an ex-
pensive medical professional. Plus, the blood draws scare 
the children.

Breaking the cycle of poverty is no small ambition. 
Some would argue that this goal is too general, too 
grand, and too ambitious. How can we be so optimis-

tic, why might we be on the cusp of transformational 
change? 

The solution literally rests in the palm of one’s hand in 
the form of a non-invasive hemoglobin test instrument, 
recently approved by the United States Federal Drug 
Administration. The instrument does not require a blood 
draw, it is battery operated, and the results are uploaded 
to a Quechua Benefit database. This innovation is practi-
cal and perfect for use in remote areas of the highlands.

Our goal is to slash the costs of administration and 
streamline the delivery logistics. If Quechua Benefit can 
cut the costs in half, we can use your donations to see 
twice as many pregnant mothers and children. 

Hopefully you can see that with your support, some 
old-fashioned ingenuity and some new-fangled tech-
nology, that we might truly become an agent of trans-
formative change. 

How you are creating transformational change in Peru
A transformational new technology is streamlining our efforts to cure anemia.
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Support Casa Chapi by joining our Family Tree of Giving!

Your Generosity at Work

Checks payable to: Quechua Benefit  •  Mail to: PO Box 69037, Portland, OR 97239 

Amount: __________  q 12 Monthly Payments 

Credit Card Number: __ __ __ __-__ __ __ __-__ __ __ __-__ __ __ __

Name on Card: ____________________________  Phone: _______________

Exp Date: ___/___    CVV: _____  Email: _____________________________

Donor Name: ___________________________________________________                

q Godparents: $300/mo. or $3,600/yr.

q Grandparents: $200/mo. or $2,400/yr.

q Parents: $100/mo. or $1,200/yr.

q Aunts & Uncles: $50/mo. or $600/yr.

q Brothers & Sisters: $30/mo. or $360/yr.

q Cousins: $20/mo. or $240/yr.

q Family Friends: $10/mo. or $120/yr.

In 2016, Quechua Benefit’s first  
preventative medicine campaign  

treated 3,000 children for parasites  
and cured 70% of the 1,050 children  
who were diagnosed with anemia.
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Volunteer Spotlight: Ed Cain
Ed Cain is a sophomore at Occidental  
College, majoring in Diplomacy and World 
Affairs.  He volunteered his time teaching 
English at Casa Chapi this summer.  
Here is his experience, in his own words.

When I arrived at Casa Chapi, I quick-
ly discovered that the kids wanted to 
learn English, thus began my role as 
the walking Spanish to English dic-
tionary. The kids would come up to 
me during their recess and ask me “Tio 
Ed, como se dice...” which translates 
to “Mr. Ed how do you say...” It wasn’t 
just one brave kid who would come 
up to me during these breaks, it would 
be a cluster of about 5-15 of them all 
with questions about how do you say 
certain words in English. They would 
ask about everything… birds, names, 
colors, shapes, animals, and common 
objects in their day-to-day life.

On top of that, I was teaching basic 
English, which entailed learning num-
bers, shapes, colors, animals, common 
phrases, etc. After I was done with 
a lesson, there would always be two 
or three kids who would stay behind 
and give me a list of words that they 
wanted to know. What stuck with me 
about these kids was that they were 
actually invested in learning English; 
they weren’t going through the mo-
tions because they had to. They truly 
wanted to better themselves and their 
skill set.

Some of the children come to Casa 
Chapi only speaking Quechua. Not 
only do they have to learn Spanish, but 
for those same kids to express interest 
in also learning English demonstrates 
their inquisitive nature. To me, the 
eagerness they showed at the daunting 
task of learning a third language was 
extraordinary.

The children at Casa Chapi were 
constantly engaged in learning, and 
even more engaged in being kids and 
enjoying every opportunity that came 
their way.

Read Ed’s full story on our blog at  
PeruUnplugged.org
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Contact Us 
PO Box 69037  
Portland, OR 97239

QuechuaBenefit.org

503-628-3110

Follow us on Facebook  
and Instagram  
@QuechuaBenefit

To Donate 
Visit QuechuaBenefit.org/
Donate, call 503-703-6020 
or return the enclosed remit-
tance envelope by mail.

Royal Progeny  
Alpaca Auction 
Washington, PA 
October 13-14, 2017 

Quechua Benefit  
Peru Tour 
November 2-14, 2017

Giving Tuesday 
November 28, 2017

Quechua Benefit
Board of 
Directors

Quechua Benefit 
Upcoming Events

Your Generosity at Work

The Board of Directors 
pledged to fund 100% of 
Quechua Benefit’s over-
head in 2017. 

All the following will be 
paid for by the BOD: 

• Office expenses
• Fundraising costs
• Board travel
• Administrative salaries 

Also, no board member 
receives any compensation 
for their service.

Your generous donations 
are being used efficiently. 
100% of your contribu-
tions directly impact the 
lives of families, women 
and children in Peru.

Board of Directors pay Quechua Benefit’s annual overhead


