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It never ceases to amaze us 
at Quechua Benefit how 
your generosity can work 
minor miracles for people 
who rarely experience any 
real solutions for their most 
pressing problems. 

One of these problems is 
the tape worm, Hydatido-
sis, a worldwide threat in 
poor countries that can 
be fatal to humans. The 
tape worm parasite can be 
transmitted to humans by 
alpaca herd dogs.

Quechua Benefit is work-
ing to eradicate the para-
site. Read more on page 3.

An International Alpaca Fiesta, the Peru-
vian National Alpaca Show, Cusco, Lake 
Titicaca, the Sacred Valley, Arequipa, 
Casa Chapi; what alpaca breeder wouldn’t 
want to go?! The time is now! October 21st 
to November 3rd, 2018.

The 2018 Al-
paca Fiesta has 
added a special 
feature spon-
sored by Lynn 
Edens of Little 
Creek Farms 
and the Que-
chua Benefit 
Board of Direc-
tors. It will be 
an interna-
tional shearing 
contest, which 
includes teams 

from the USA and Australia and features 
a women’s shearing competition. When 
Lynn was asked to sponsor the event she 
immediately said “Yes!”, but only if it 
included a women’s division. 

Traditionally, Quechua Benefit, at the 
behest of Pamela Ray, began sponsoring 
prizes for women competing at highland 
shows. Last year in Nunoa, a women’s 
team beat the men! Don’t miss this one! 

The Alpaca Fiesta only comes around 
once every four years and this year the 
Peruvian Ministry of Tourism has joined 
the effort to make this the greatest Alpaca 
Fiesta ever. There will be multiple alpaca 
fashion shows, cocktail parties, a huge 
alpaca show, hundreds of wholesale ven-
dors of alpaca products, textile seminars, 
banquets, and factory tours.

You simply cannot afford to miss join-
ing us for this tour which will be led by 
Amanda VandenBosch, Dale Cantwell, 
and Mike Safley.

Quechua Benefit has done all of the leg 
work. We have reservations in luxury 
hotels, Mercedes busses, and great res-
taurants which will create the trip of a 
lifetime. Join alpaca breeders from around 
the world on your most memorable trip!

For more information visit 
quechuabenefit.org/peru-tour

Deadly Dogs

Extend your trip a day to see the legendary 
Machu Picchu.

Participate in the vicuna 
chaccu, an exclusive  
experience.

Visit the floating islands on Lake Titicaca.

Peru Bucket List
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Support Casa Chapi by joining our Family Tree of Giving!
Checks payable to: Quechua Benefit  •  Mail to: 11785 SW River Rd, Hillsboro, OR 97123 

Amount: __________  q 12 Monthly Payments 

Credit Card Number: __ __ __ __-__ __ __ __-__ __ __ __-__ __ __ __

Name on Card: ____________________________  Phone: _______________

Exp Date: ___/___    CVV: _____  Email: _____________________________

Donor Name: ___________________________________________________                

q Godparents: $300/mo. or $3,600/yr.

q Grandparents: $200/mo. or $2,400/yr.

q Parents: $100/mo. or $1,200/yr.

q Aunts & Uncles: $50/mo. or $600/yr.

q Brothers & Sisters: $30/mo. or $360/yr.

q Cousins: $20/mo. or $240/yr.

q Family Friends: $10/mo. or $120/yr.

The livelihood of the highland Quechua 
people begins and ends with alpacas. 
The Quechua people have approached 
Quechua Benefit time after time with one 
central request: Can you buy our fiber or 
our handicrafts? 

For years, our answer was “no.” We 
were there to simply provide medical and 
dental services. Today we have an answer: 
Handspun, hand-knitted yarn.

This answer became an idea when we did 
a survey of Quechua Benefit’s donors. We 
asked you where you thought Quechua 
Benefit should focus its efforts. We were 
surprised to learn that Economic Empow-
erment was your number one choice. 

With your feedback, we created a brand 
called Alliyma: The sole purpose of 
Alliyma is to create a lucrative, non-subsi-
dized U.S. market for the Quechua people 
to sell their products. All profits made by 
Alliyma will be reinvested in Quechua 
Benefit programs. 

In 2016, Quechua 
Benefit began working 
with Raúl Rivera of 
the Michell Company 
in Arequipa and the 
highland alpaca com-
munities. Raúl is the 
head of the worldwide 
sales for Michell’s 
handknitting yarn. 

Michell is the largest manufacturer of 
handknit yarn in the world. Raúl gener-
ously donated his time and Michell’s 
resources to this effort. 

With Raúl’s guidance we encouraged 
highland women to focus on making 

handspun yarn instead of handicrafts. 
These women have spun yarn for centu-
ries. They learn at their mother’s knee. 
You rarely see a highland woman shep-
herding alpaca without a drop spindle in 
her hand.

There is, what we hope will be, a lucra-
tive niche in the USA’s alpaca yarn mar-
ket. There is no broadly distributed hand 
spun yarn. The cost of labor necessary to 
spin yarn by hand in developed countries 
in prohibitive. But as you can see in the 
sidebar a fair wage for this endeavor in 
Peru creates a lucrative job for women.

The first Alliyma products marketed 
together with Quechua benefit’s social 
justice story will be hitting the market 
this fall. If you are interested in retail-
ing this yarn in your farm store please 
contact Mike Safley at (503) 703-6020 
to establish a wholesale account. Thank 
you for the idea and we hope you are 
proud of the result.

Over time we hope that Alliyma might 
make Quechua Benefit self-sustaining. 

The Project

Raúl Rivera

Alliyma believes jobs Break 
the Cycle of Poverty. The 
women who have been 
trained to create high quali-
ty, handspun hand-knitting 
yarn for Alliyma will have 
steady, year-round work at 
a fair, living wage. Con-
sider that in the Peruvian 
highlands:

• Women who work at low-
level jobs in agriculture 
or in small stores earn 15 
soles, or a little less than 
$5 a day

• A professional woman 
who works for the local 
government makes 25 
soles, or $7.81 a day

• A professional woman 
who works for the re-
gional government makes 
35 soles, or $10.93 a day

• A woman who spins one 
kilo of yarn per day for 
Alliyma will make 45 
soles, or $14.06 a day

Empowering 
Women

Handspun Alliyma baby alpaca yarn line in 
multiple color ways.
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In July 2017, a team from Quechua 
Benefit visited three alpaca com-
munities to discuss animal health 
issues. We were surprised to learn 
that their number one concern was a 
parasite which is transmitted by their 
alpaca herd dogs to their owners. 
It turns out the tape worm, Hyda-
tidosis, is a worldwide threat in 
poor countries and it can be fatal to 
humans. 

Its most sinister trait is that infec-
tions often occur in geographic 
clusters. We believe there is such a 
“cluster” in the Corani and Pico-
tani regions which are home to 
200,000 alpacas.

Thanks to you this parasite is treat-
able. Once a human is infected and 
the tape worm leaves their digestive 
tract. Treatment requires major sur-
gery to remove the tape worm and 
the surrounding cysts, often from the 
lungs. 

The former Mayor of Corani, com-
munity leader, and a longtime friend 
of Quechua Benefit, Maximo, had 
one of his lungs removed due to this 
parasite. We visited Maximo twice 
last year. The first time he was a 
young, handsome, vigorous man. 
On the second visit we literally 
did not recognize him. He had one 
of his lungs removed and had lost 
considerable weight.

To prevent 
further human 
infection, it 
costs about $5 
per dog per 
year with our 
scientifically 
designed pro-
gram.

Dr. Rito 
Huayta, Que-
chua Benefit’s 
veterinarian, 
collected feces 
samples from a 
random sample 
of dogs in all 
three of the 
Picotani com-
munities, repre-
senting about 15% 
of the dog population. The results 
were that 30.4% of the dogs had 
parasite infestation, averaging 2.1 
different kinds of parasites per dog. 
Of the infected dogs 71% were classi-
fied as severe. 

We located some generous donors 
and Dr. Rito Huayta conducted our 
first veterinary campaign to treat the 
dogs from April 16th – 19th in the 
Picotani region. 

The treatment protocol in the Pico-
tani area was a 4-drug cocktail of 
Albendazole, Prazicualtel, Sodium 
Sulfadiazine, and Trimethoprium. 
A total of 287 dogs were treated 
from 125 families. To keep track of 
our work the following data was 
collected: Dog owners name, dog’s 
name, date of treatment, its age, sex, 
and color. 

One week following the treatment 
we collected a second set of random 
feces samples from dogs in the three 
communities. The results from the 
second samples after the treatment 
program showed 20.8% of the dogs 
had parasite infestation, averaging 

1.4 different kinds of parasites per 
dog. Of the infected dogs 20% were 
classified as severe. 

With your help, we plan to  
scale this program over a wide  
geographic area. 

The Deadly Dogs
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Dr. Rito administering treatment to cure this dog’s parasites

Dogs are more than pets in Peru, they help 
herd the alpaca and keep them safe from 
wolves and wild dogs.

After treatment, we saw a 72% reduction 
of  dogs with severe parasites and a 31.6% 
reduction of  dogs with parasites. 



 

There is a famous theory which postu-
lates that if a butterfly flutters its wings, 
a gentle breeze is generated and some-
one, somewhere feels it. This theory 
helps illustrate the story of how Ruth 
Mogrovejo of the Latin Collection and 
her generosity was felt by thousands 
of people in the Colca Valley of Peru 
when she donated an antique, Peru-
vian painting of an angel to Quechua 
Benefit.

Quechua Benefit made Ruth’s paint-
ing available to the Grace Memorial 
Episcopal Church in Portland, Oregon. 
They have been generous supporters of 
Casa Chapi over the years, and Esme 
Culver, the pastor at the church, asked 
the congregation to consider acquiring 
the painting for a prominent wall in the 
church’s newly remodeled entrance.  

The congregation raised $7,500 for the 
painting which they contributed to-
wards the construction of the chapel at 
Casa Chapi. This was the last dona-
tion we needed to complete the chapel. 

The design uses Quechua images for the 
14 stained glass biblical stories which 
were created by a local Quechua artist 
for the chapel’s windows. Each window 
has unique cultural symbols from the 
Colca Valley such as the Virgin Mary 
in typical Colca-style dress and scenes 
from the Ark contain llamas, alpacas 
and cuy.

Padre Marcos of Chivay held the first 
Mass in the chapel where he baptized 
three students from Casa Chapi. The 
community loves the chapel and we 
constantly get requests for weddings 
and other family events from local 
families. This is a community who has 
felt the tiny winds created by Ruth’s 
butterfly’s delicate wings.

The story of Ruth’s painting is recre-
ated every time your generous hearts 
move you to make a donation to Que-
chua Benefit. Thank you, Ruth.

Chad Colton 
Chairman

William Beranek  
Treasurer

Dr. Rhonda Deschner

Dr. Charles Gulotta  
Secretary

Lynn Edens 

Dale Cantwell  
Co-Executive Director

Mike Safley  
Co-Executive Director, Founder
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Contact Us 
11785 SW River Road 
Hillsboro, OR 97123

QuechuaBenefit.org

503-628-3110

Follow us on Facebook  
and Instagram  
@QuechuaBenefit

To Donate 
Visit QuechuaBenefit.org/
Donate, call 503-703-6020, 
visit our Facebook page,  
or return the enclosed remit-
tance envelope by mail.

Education with a  
Destination 
Bend, OR – August 18

Royal Progeny 
October 19

2018 Peru Tour/ 
Int’l Alpaca Fiesta 
October 21 - November 3

2019 Portland Annual  
Dinner & Auction 
Portland, OR – May 16, 2019

Quechua Benefit
Board of 
Directors

Quechua Benefit 
Upcoming Events
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Donor Spotlight: Ruth Mogrovejo  

Butterfly Wings

Ruth Mogrovejo

The stained glass windows in Casa Chapi’s 
chapel integrates Colca imagery into the 
design.


